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ABSTRACT

A census was conducted to determine both the
number of longleaf pine left in Virginia and
stand characteristics.  A total of four thousand
four hundred thirty two trees and 121 seedlings
were counted in Isle of Wight and Southampton
Counties, and Suffolk City.  Most trees ranged
in diameter between 4 and 8 inches with the
champion tree in Suffolk City at 26 inches.
Since remaining longleaf pine stands in Virginia
represent only a fraction of the estimated
original 1.5 million acres we recommend a
restoration and reforestation effort within this
tree’s historic Virginia range.

OBJECTIVES

LInventory remaining longleaf pine in Virginia

LAssess the reproductive success of extant 
longleaf pine colonies

LMeasure diameter at breast height (dbh) of 
stands to interpret site history

METHODS

LConsulted literature and personal references 
for longleaf pine occurrences

LSurveyed appropriate habitat for longleaf pine

LMeasured and recorded dbh, stand location, 
and site characteristics

RESULTS

L4432 longleaf pine remaining in Isle of Wight
and Southampton counties and the City of 
Suffolk

L121 seedlings

LThe dbh mode for longleaf pine at Zuni is 8 
inches and 4 inches at South Quay

CONCLUSIONS

LFew remaining longleaf pine in Virginia

LLongleaf pine is currently restricted to xeric 
sand ridges

Natural stand of longleaf pine on xeric 
sand ridge at 
South Quay

LLongleaf pine should be restored within its 
historic Virginia range 
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